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WILDROSE POLIO SUPPORT SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Friday, April 19, 2024 at 1:30 pm 

St. Albert Legion 271, 6 Tache Street 

St. Albert, Alberta 

ORDER OF EVENTS 
 

   

      

 11:30 am  -  Registration 

   

  12:00 pm  -  Lunch 

 

     1:00 pm  -  Members’ Visiting Time 

 

      1:30 pm  -  Meeting 
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AGENDA 

WILDROSE POLIO SUPPORT SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Friday, April 19, 2024 at 1:30 pm 

St. Albert Legion 271, 6 Tache Street 

St. Albert, Alberta 

1. Call to order: 

2. Lighting of candle for members who have passed. 

3. Confirmation of quorum. 

4. Approval of minutes from last Annual General Meeting: April 22, 2022  

5. Board Member Reports: as printed in this booklet – questions? 

6. Presentation of audited financial statements 

7. Request and appointment of auditors for 2023 year end, October 31, 2023 

8. Call for  directors – Eight of the present directors have agreed to remain for one more term                                                       

There are two vacant positions.    (See Details, Page 10)                                                                                                                                                           

Volunteers and/or nominations for vacant positions.                  

   Motion – approve slate of directors for year 2023/2024       

9. Any other business 

10. Next  General Meeting – at the call of the chair 

11. Adjournment 



4 

 

Wildrose Polio Support Society 

Annual General Meeting 

For Fiscal Year 2021/2022 

 

Friday, April 21, 2023 at 1:30 pm 

St. Albert Legion 271, 6 Tache Street 

St. Albert, Alberta 

MINUTES  

 
 

1. Call to Order:          

The meeting was called to order by the President, John Sugden, at  

1:30 pm.  

 

2. Lighting of candle for members who have passed: 

 Ferne Hymanyk lit a candle, saying,  

“We have lost many members this year as well as other friends and relatives.  In memory of all those we have 
lost, I light this candle.”  

 

3. Confirmation of quorum: 

 29 members in good standing were in attendance. 

Ferne Hymanyk confirmed that there was a quorum. 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes from last Annual General Meeting: April 22, 2022 

 Motion: that the minutes of the April 22, 2022 AGM be approved 

    Rick Meunier/Ken Wiebe  Carried 

 

 

5.  Board Member Reports:  as printed in the booklet. 

Members were directed to review the reports as written in the booklet. 

There was no discussion as to the Board Member Reports as printed in  the booklet. 
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MINUTES (Continued) 

 

6.    Presentation of Audited Financial Statements: 

The Treasurer presented the audited financial statements for the fiscal year Nov. 1, 2021 to Oct. 31, 2022.  
The Comparative Income Statement included a budget for the 2022/2023 fiscal year.   

The budget includes an increase in Administrative costs, as well as in Special Programs, Therapy and Aids & 
Devices in anticipation of the pool reopening in February 2023 and the employment of Equality Fitness thera-
pists for one session per week for the Aquatic Therapy Program.  There was an increase in the budgeted 
amount for Rental to cover the rental of the pool at the ACT Centre, and an increase in the budgeted amount 
for Promotion.  There was also an increase in the budgeted amount for donations.  The reimbursement 
amount will remain at $1000.00 per member per annum. 

John Sugden advised the members that casino revenue did not appear in the budget, as we may not get the 
money from the casino we are having in July 2023 until 2024. 

The audited Financial Statements are published in the booklet. 

 

Motion:  to accept the budget as presented. 

   Bernie Hornung/Rick Meunier  Carried 

 

Motion: to accept the financial statements as presented. 

   Pat Murray/Sharon Moffatt   Carried 

 

 

7. Request and appointment of auditors for the 2023 year-end, October 31,  2023: 

The President called for volunteers to audit the financial statements of Nov. 1, 2022 – Oct. 31, 2023.  Marjo-
rie Wiebe and Bernd Hornung volunteered to do this again. 

 

8. Call for new directors to the board of WPSS.   

 Sandra Mooney has agreed to let her name stand for election to the Board of Directors. 

 Sandra Mooney, nominated by Pat Murray, elected by acclimation. 

 There were no further nominations from the floor. 

 One position remains open. 

 

The Board Members are: 

   John Sugden    President 

   George Kunec    Vice-President 

   Pat Murray    Secretary/Treasurer 

   Ferne Hymanyk    Director 
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MINUTES (Continued) 

   Marie Kunec    Director 

   Rick Meunier    Director 

   Sandra Mooney    Director 

   Bernd Schwanke   Director 

   Jonathan Smethurst   Director 

 

Motion:  To approve the slate of directors for the year 2023-2024 

     Bernie Hornung/Ken Wiebe Carried 

 

 

9. Other Business: 

 

 Promotion: Jonathan Smethurst reminded the members that we have updated our brochure, and sent some 
out to them.  He asked that members distribute them to friends or organizations that would be interested.  
He informed the members that posters with brochures in a pocket have been distributed in the community. 

 We also advised the members that we have been advertising in the Coffee News, and the  

 

 Secretary mentioned that she had already heard from a person who had seen our ad. 

 Bernie Hornung suggested that we contact cultural centres that represent countries where polio may not 
have been not eradicated as soon as it was in North America, as they may have members interested in 
WPSS.  He also suggested that we make some business cards for members to pass out when they’re in the 
community. 

 It was also suggested that the posters could be put up in libraries. 

 

Events:  Marie Kunec reminded us that the 25th anniversary of the Wildrose Polio Support Society was com-
ing up, and if we are going to have a celebration, we should start organizing it.  First steps would be thinking 
about a schedule and making contact with possible guest speakers. 

 

We could combine our celebration with the 70th anniversary of the development of the polio vaccine, and it 
was suggested that we find out what Polio Canada has in mind, possibly through March of Dimes Canada. 

 

Rick Meunier advised the members of upcoming events: 

In June we are planning an event for Senior’s Week, with a guest speaker from the Alzheimer’s Society of 
Alberta and the Northwest Territories. 

On August 11 we will be having our annual picnic, this year in Emily Murphy Park. 

In the fall, we will likely have an event at Jubilations Dinner Theatre. 
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WPSS AGM PRESIDENT’S REPORT - 2023 

I want to start this report with a big THANK YOU to all the board members who helped to keep your society     
operating.  A special thank you to Pat Murray for all her work as secretary and treasurer. 

One of our board members will be stepping down this year; we can accept at least two new  people. So I again ask 

that you consider joining us as we guide the society through 2024. Your thoughts and ideas are always               

appreciated. 

2024 marks the 25th year that our society has been incorporated.  We are having a celebration in September as 

noted in your newsletter.  Plan to attend. 

There is no casino this year but we’re hopeful that there will be a two day event in 2025.  Our society is fortunate 

to be a casino volunteer group.  Some groups can wait up to 41 months to even be eligible. 

Submitted by                       
John Sugden, President 

There were some suggestions from the floor as to other events that we could have such as a cruise on the 
Edmonton Riverboat, and visits to the Ukrainian Village, the Royal Alberta Museum, the Reynolds Museum, 
Fort Edmonton, the Muttart Conservatory, and the Devonian Gardens.  There was a suggestion that we 
could rent a bus to go to these places.  It was also mentioned that early July would be a possible time to go.  
The Board will discuss these suggestions. 

 

Casino:  George Kunec reminded the members that we are looking for volunteers for the casino to be held 
July 26 and 27.  Marie mentioned that night-time slots are always hard to fill. 

 

Newsletter & Website: Sharon Moffatt expressed appreciation for the newsletters. Bernd Schwanke re-
minded us that he is always looking for more members to be involved in contributing items.  He also in-
formed the members that the website has been updated, and is now interactive.  He invited the members 
to visit often to take advantage of the information that is posted there, and to leave comments. 

 

10. Next General Meeting: Will be at the call of the Chair 

 

11. Adjournment: 

Motion: to adjourn the meeting. 

     Jonathan Smethurst   Carried 

 The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm.  

MINUTES (Continued) 
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FUND RAISING REPORT - 2023    

EVENTS  REPORT - 2023 

We had quite a busy events year in 2022/2023. 

Our first event of the year was our Fall Luncheon, November 4, 2022, with a talk from Ryan   Popplestone from the 
Office of the Advocate for Persons with Disabilities.  We enjoyed a nice lunch provided by Kelley’s Deli & Bakery, and 
had lovely music provided by James Jackson. 

On March 3, we had Movie Day.  We showed the wonderful movie, Warm Springs, about Franklin Roosevelt’s        
inspiring story of his battle with polio and the establishment of his spa in Warm Springs, Georgia.  We enjoyed a 
lunch of soup and sandwiches provided by Diner 271. 

April 21 was when we had our AGM last year.  We gathered to visit, eat a nice lunch and get caught up on the       
Society’s business from the preceding year. 

On June 2, we had our next event.  Arlene Huhn and Lorraine Mills from the Alzheimer Society of Alberta and   
Northwest Territories gave a talk about how to keep our brains healthy as we age.  We also had a meal provided by 
Diner 271. 

On July 26 & 27, we had our Casino.  Big thanks to all who volunteered.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

Our annual picnic was on August 11.  Since Hawrelak Park is closed we held it at Emily Murphy Park, which is a      
fabulous location.  The weather was perfect, and we had a great visit. 

Our final event for the year was the outing to Jubilations Dinner Theatre on October 18, where we saw Old Time 
Rock ‘N Roll.  As usual, the singing and dancing were incredible, and we all had a chance to visit. 

We’re all looking forward to events that will be coming up in 2023/2024.  Stay tuned for more information. 

Submitted by Pat Murray for 

Rick Meunier (Events Coordinator) 

Our primary source of income for the last 16 years has been from our bi-annual casinos.  Our last casino was in July 
2023.  Our proceeds were  $77,177.20. Thank you to our members, their family and friends who participated in this 2 
day fundraiser. 

Some members, their families and some job locations choose to send in CORPORATE, MEMORIAL or GENERAL       
DONATIONS for which WPSS provides a tax receipt.   

 Members' Donations:   $1,310.00 

 Vimy Ridge Academy:   $     77.00 

 In Memory of Diane Thompson: $   280.00 

 Atco Epic:     $   520.00 

 Canada Helps:    $     88.00 

This generosity is much appreciated.  Some members choose to make their donation when they pay their            
membership. 

We offer a special thanks to all our members that are involved in fundraising, whether it is a donation with your 
membership fees or suggesting a company or charity that could donate to us.   

We are always looking for new and even unique ways to spend our casino proceeds. However, AGLC  restricts what 
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OUTREACH ANNUAL REPORT - 2023 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT FOR YEAR - 2023 

Our membership year begins January 1 and ends December 31 with membership fees $20.00 for a single person 

and $30.00 for a couple.   

The reimbursement program is offered to society members whose membership fees are paid up to date, with a  

polio survivor member being eligible for refund of services. In the year  ended October 31, 2023, the Society paid 

out $5113 therapy and $5841.00 for aids and devices. 

Wildrose Polio Support Society membership in the year of 2023 was: 

  Individuals     21 

  Couples    35   

  Honorary      3 

For further information and guidelines, check the web site (www.polioalberta.ca) or contact the Society office at      

780-428-8842.   

Submitted by: 

Ferne Hymanyk, Membership and Outreach Director  

The main role of the Society is to support polio survivors and their families.  This year not too many sympathy or “get 

well / thinking of you” cards were sent out which indicates that we have had a good year without losing too many 

members due to illness or death.   The phoning committee made several personal telephone calls to inform        

members of upcoming events that the Society holds, this I hope will continue.   

It is important that the office or any board member is notified of someone who is ill, who has suffered a death in the 

immediate family, or maybe just needs a friendly voice then that someone from the society can be in touch with 

them.   

At this time, I would like to extend a huge thank you to all the volunteers who do the phoning for the upcoming 

events and birthday calls.  These tasks are very much appreciated and without your help the Society or myself could 

not make these calls while trying to stay in touch with members during the year 

 

Submitted by 

Ferne Hymanyk, Membership and Outreach Director 

costs can be paid using casino proceeds.  AGLC may not approve all the applications we submit.   

Our re-imbursement program (funded by casino proceeds) continues to be very popular.  Familiarize yourself 
with  what health costs can be covered using casino proceeds.  From November 1, 2023 to October 31, 2024, each 
polio survivor member can access $1,500.00 for health care costs not covered by  AHS or other insurance               
companies.  Call the office (780 428 8842) or talk to any board member for more information. 

 

Submitted by George and Marie Kunec 

http://www.polioalberta.ca
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NEWSLETTER AND WEBSITE REPORT - 2023 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT - 2023 

NEWSLETTER – THE POLIO NEWS   

For our last AGM I wrote the following review of our newsletter and the direction I was planning to take it. Since 

then I have tried to introduce some new features with varying degrees of success. The bottom line is that we need 

you to participate!                                       

 Our newsletter, THE POLIO NEWS, continues to evolve. As Editor I am continually working on finding                

 information and articles which are relevant to us as polio survivors. My primary focus is on providing               

 inforrmation on the history of Polio and Post Polio Syndrome and the current world-wide status of the          

 disease, on new research for prevention and treatment as well as innovations in mobility aids and aids to    

 daily living. 

 My second area of focus is on our membership. I like to feature the activities of our society as well the         

 activities of our individual members. Photographs, poetry, articles about your hobbies and travels, books you 

 read and films you have watched are welcomed and encouraged. The newsletter is intended to be               

 participatory – all we need is for YOU to participate and contribute! 

 You can contribute through Pat at the WPSS office email:   wpss@polioalberta.ca   or you can email me     
 directly at bdsch@hotmail.com  with “NL Content” in the subject line. 

 
I want to thank those members who have, over the past year,  made the effort to submit articles and pictures to the 
POLIO NEWS. I am sure that you have enjoyed viewing and reading what they have submitted. Now it’s YOUR 
TURN!  Let’s get the PARTICIPATION  part of the POLIO NEWS  moving forward. If you enjoy getting the newsletter 
four times a year you are going to have to start doing your part to keep it going!! 
 
I also  want you  to think about making the newsletter production a team effort - a collaboration of thoughts and 
ideas  to keep the newsletter vibrant, interesting , educational and inspirational.  I would love to have one or 2   
people step forward to help me brainstorm  - to discuss ideas for  editorial direction and to help with  creative  in-
put.   
 
Will someone step up for this? 
 
You can email me at:   bdsch@hotmail.com        
You can call or text me at       780-935-5241 
 
Bernd Schwanke, Editor, Polio News 

Your Board of  Directors has ten chairs of which nine are currently filled. All but one of the current directors have 

agreed to sit  for another term. Jonathan Smethurst has decided to step down. 

The current Board consists of John Sugden (President), Ferne Hymanyk, Rick Meunier, Pat Murray (Secretary-

Treasurer), Marie Kunec, George Kunec (Vice President), Sandra Mooney and Bernd Schwanke. 

Nominations are open for two vacancies.  

Submitted by Bernd Schwanke for Marie and George Kunec, Nomination Committee 

mailto:bdsch@hotmail.com
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WEBSITE – WWW.POLIOALBERTA.CA 

I wrote the following report on the status and direction of our web site, www.polioalberta.ca, for last year’s AGM 
booklet and this still relevant today. As I stated then, the site IS interactive but I have not seen any comments from 
the membership. I hope that changes in the coming year. I know that we have had outside contact on our site and 
that positive communication has resulted from this. I hope this activity continues to grow. 
 
Our website, www.polioalberta.ca , is also continually evolving. I have made the front (HOME) page more static so it 
is constant in appearance and content – a predictable welcome page to our society. What I will change on a      regu-
lar seasonal basis is the lead in picture. I have re-instituted the BLOG page under the heading “WHAT’S NEW”. This is 
an interactive page. I will post all our news and notices here in brief form. If more details are required there will be a 
link for you to click on to access those details. 
 
Please take note that the INTERACTIVE nature of this page allows you to print the page, to email a link to someone 

and to post the page to social media. It also allows you to just click a “like” to show that you saw the post and        

appreciated it. Last but not least, there is a line which allows you to leave a comment. If you have thoughts to share,   

this is the place to do it. Just click on “Leave a Comment” and start writing! 

The posts on the BLOG page will be categorized under headings like “Social Events” or “Announcements”, etc. You 

can click on these headings, found at the bottom of each post, to see all posts made in that category. Also, posts will 

be archived, as seen in the right hand column, by month/year. Click on the appropriate month to see all posts for 

that month. 

I have made an effort to make the menu easier to navigate. I have also made all relevant forms for membership, do-

nations, reimbursement available under the “FORMS” heading.  These open as PDF files and allow you to  type data 

into the form, then save it or print it directly from the site. 

I really hope that you all get on your computers, your tablets and your smart phones and check out your website. I 
want to see you use the site - contribute to it and make it an active way for you to get the latest news regarding your 
society. The site is really a companion piece to the newsletter – it will provide you with articles and information 
which is too long to include in the newsletter or elaborates on topics initiated in the newsletter. It is also the quickest 
way to get announcements and notices which WPSS sends out. As the newsletter comes out only four times a year, 
announcements are not always included in those pages, but they will be on the website!  

 GO TO YOUR WEBSITE  –  USE YOUR WEBSITE  -  MAKE IT A HABIT !!  www.polioalberta.ca 

If you have ideas for items, articles, subject matter or even structure for the site please let me know and I will try to 
make it happen. All your comments and suggestions are appreciated!! 

Submitted by  

Bernd Schwanke,  Webmaster 

http://www.polioalberta.ca
http://www.polioalberta.ca
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As of Oct. 31, 2023, our Casino Account had a balance of $69,331, and our General Funds   Account had a balance of 
$55,365. 

The income in our Casino Account represents the balance that we had at the beginning of the year ($106,110) minus 
our expenses for the year ($36,779).   

 

Our expenses include: 

Administration costs ($2,732) 

Newsletter and Promotion of the Society ($2,979)   

Rental fees (Board meetings, Special Events at the Legion, the picnic site at Emily Murphy Park and the pool for  our 
Aquatics Therapy Program) ($7,069) 

We reimbursed members $5,113 for Physical Therapy, and $5,841 for Aids and Devices.  We spent $4,446 for the 
aquatics therapy sessions at the ACT Centre in Rundle Park. 

The Fall Luncheon held in November, the movie day in March where we showed Warm Springs, the Brain Health event 
in June with a speaker from the Alzheimer’s Society of Alberta & Northwest Territories and last year’s AGM, cost us a 
total of $3,548. 

We made donations to March of Dimes Canada Polio Fund ($1000.00), the Rotary Foundation Polio Fund ($1000.00), 
the Glenrose Hospital Foundation ($1000.00), the Alzheimer’s Society of Alberta & Northwest Territories ($1000.00), 
and the Handbell Society of Edmonton ($500.00). 

 

The income in our General Account is made up of our membership fees, revenue from our event at Jubilations Dinner 
theatre, and donations to the Society.  The donations included $1,310 from our generous members, and an              
unexpected donation of $77.00 from Vimy Ridge Academy.  As well, we received donations of $280.00 in memory of 
our departed friend Diane Thompson.  We received $608 in unreceipted donations from Canada Helps and Atco Epic.   

Expenditures from the General Account were for expenses incurred at the Casino that was held in July, and for the 
Jubilations event in October, which didn’t qualify for AGLC funding. 

In the Budget for the upcoming year, we hope to spend more on reimbursements to members.  Since we have a 
healthy bank balance, we have set the amount that members are entitled to claim at $1,500 per annum.  Receipts for 
claims must be dated between November 1, 2023 and October 31, 2024, and must be received within 6 months of the 
expense. 

 We have allowed up to $25,000 to be spent on Special Events knowing that we will have a very special event coming 
up in September as a nod to our 25th anniversary as a Society.  The theme will be Honouring our Caregivers.  Stay 
tuned for more information about that and any other events that we may be having! 

 

The Audited Balance Sheet and Comparative Income Statement including the Budget are published in the AGM book-
let. (See below) 

 

Submitted by Pat Murray, Secretary-Treasurer 

TREASURER’S  REPORT - 2023 
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Financial Reports 
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Income Statement for the Year ended October 31, 2023 
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WILDROSE POLIO SUPPORT SOCIETY 

8640-64 Avenue  NW 

Edmonton, Alberta, T6E 0H5 

(780) 428-8842 wpss@polioalberta.ca wpss@telus.net 

www.polioalberta.ca 


